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Courtroom Artist’s View of Heroism in Action
With Full Access to Ground Zero Site, a “Historical Volunteer' Captures in Pen and Ink the Energy and Emotion of Responders
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Duarirg the spring that fol-
howed the terrorist attacks of
Sepi., 11, 2001, courtroom artis
Agzle Kenny decided to take her
sketchbook to the slite of the
World Trade Conter. With a cre-
dentlal from Ue Salvation
Arcwp—one that declared her a
“historical volunteer™—she had
full secess to the slte bebwesn
March and May 2002 During
thiat e, she raveled in dally
from Rer home in Suffolk

pen-and-ink sketches of polics,

firefighters and clear-up crows

thst capéune the entrgy, amotion
ard spirit of the moment. Mow,
the Méw York Clty Pollce Mu-
spum kas assembled more than
25 of the works for the exhibit
“Artist as Witnéesss The 811 Re-
sponders,” on cliplay starting

=This iz a beautkfal tribate to
the herolc and exhasting work
done by the responders,” sakd
the reuseurs's exeoutive directorn,
Julie Bese. =1 have never seen
views like this before.”

Mi Ernny's sketches capture
the scope of the cleanup opem-
thoa in several ways, from the
numbser of people involved W0
the vast scale of the site, Point-
ing o @ painting af workers with
raies and masslve machines
near the plt, she took care o
highlight the date: May 6, 2002
“It was May, and they were still
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Even though that particalar
plcture is a scene of masoalinkty,
It incledes several Hethe red
kearts Noating above—and ol
becamse It was a romantic mo-
menk.

“They were cutoul hearts
from schoolchildren. The place
was plastered with ant, quilts

Aggie Kenny's sketches

ters who died on Sept. 11" she
Sl

M. Kenny didn®t take photo-
graphs of the site, but instead
ibetched everything with the
apiid and detall ehat she tises in
e COUIrTrOOm WaTk.

"1 wantesd the sketches 10 be
i authentic as possible. 1 did
nol wani to shool phofce or
paint while | was there,” she

seedng the Sepl. 11 sketches, Ma.
Eose sugpested o show at the
museum and Ms Kenny began
filling in her drowings with wa-
teroodor. Curator Joskbaa Fafl
collaborated in selecting works
o emphasios the specific themes
of work ard reposs,

Mi Kenny's pictures have
surtased al a ume when mem
Ioiersd o Berwr Yoork™s congressional

raking assiduously for any ha- sald, adding that sketching al-  delegation are pushing for legls-
man remains boft,” she sakd. lowed her to capture on paper  lation that would provide health

HWr:wm fﬂﬂmmﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂe“ﬂﬁ wihat she sow with a sense of im-  cane to those suffering from (-
b amol v theme. 3 I:hﬂm m ifi L mdnies relabed 0o Ehe attack and
paintings  capture umiformed When she reached a point  aftermath. Reps. Carolyn Malo-
men asleep oa cots, Others de-  SEVETal ways. that felt complete, Ms, Kenny  ney, Jerrold Madler ond Peter

pct Endividuals lined up or
senled for meals

For one painting. M Kenny
joined a growp of men eating &nd
giving each other nicknames,
which ke wrole at the boltom
of the page. “As & courtroom &rt-
i1, you try Do Py in fhe bk
grousd, but they were nviting
miz in," she said,

and tThings from wel-wishers all
over the world,” she sald.

Thie warbety of tribuabes is also
represenied by her sketch of the
carpénters’ memorial,

“It wis & poizmant memorial
becaase ot the top were 18 hard-
hats representing the 18 carpen-

—

simply boxed up her work and
put it away. “] never gave it &
thougghit,” she said. “They were
sitting for efght years in the ga-
Tage."”

The wark came to the atten:
thon of the Pollce Mussum after
hls Bose organized an exhibet of
courtroom soefches that fea-
tured Ms. Kenny's work. After

King are oco-sponsoring the
James Zadrogs 511 Health Coi -
pDemEaton ACT: Sen. Karithen Gilli-
Brand Infroduced the Senate ver-
sion of the bill, of which Sen
Charles Schumer |5 0 co-sponsar.

“Apgse Kenny's  Evochlwe
wiorks remind ws, during this
mirent of reflection, of the in-
tense sacrifice of the 9711 firs

responders and the wnfathom-
able adverilty they experienced
in their work on the pile,” Mr

Nadler smd in a statement.
*These artworks create a vivid
portrait of heroiem and brovery
and are a concrete reminder of
wWhy we nust pass our legisla-

tion o provide critical beakih
care and compensation for the
reiponders amd survivors  of
21"

Mr. Madler and Ms, Maloncy
e expecied o attend the Toes-
BEY REEET Oiening Deteplion for
M. Kenny's work.




